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simply to the Canonical Scriptures; but here we
encounter the same difficulties. The senses in which
the Scriptures are believed are as varied as the senses
put on the Articles of Keligion. The canon itself has
to be settled, besides the genuineness, authenticity,
authority, and inspiration of the different books. It
is indeed an anomaly to subscribe to doctrines as if
they were settled, and yet claim the freedom to regard
them as open questions; but it is an anomaly from
which at present there is no escape.

Last of all, but not least, we have cause to be
thankful for the judgments that they furnish a basis
for the union and comprehension of all Christians
within fixed yet wide boundaries. The judgments in
the cases of the Eitualists declare distinctly with legal
and historical evidence that sacerdotalism is simply
tolerated in the Church of England, but that its
vagaries and eccentricities are not to be endured. It
is a great matter to have it distinctly proclaimed that
the pretensions of a priesthood have no true home
in the Church of England. "We have borne with
them hitherto because we knew that they had no real
foundation, and were sometimes to be overlooked
because of the sincerity of those who held them.
Their only alarming feature was their claim to be
essentially of the Church of England; but this is
now removed. The sacerdotal principle is incompati-
ble with progress. It represents a view of revelation
different from that which we must now embrace, and
in which rests our only hope of an enlightened con-
ception of Christianity, and a proper understanding
between differing communities of Christian men.